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ERESY, according to the 
| etymology of the original 
word, fignifies the taking away, 
deviating, departing from, or 
denying the primitive chriftian 
or apoitolic taith—/i. e.) thofe 
eflential fundamental! articles of 
revealed religion, the profefled 
belicf of whieh was required of 
all who were admitted to the fel- 
lowfhip of the chriftian church 
in the firft and apottolic times, 
which muft be the rule of prac- 
» GS for Chrutian churches in al! 
| | fcceeding ages. So that what 
the apoftle umdoubtedly means 
by a heretic, is one who has 
| been admitted imto the chriftian 
church upon a. profeffed belict 
: | of thofe effential articles of the 
chriftian faith and baptifm, and 
afterwards renounces or denies 
anv part of that faith and gofpel 
» practice, upon the profeffed be- 
| lief of which he was received 
: into the fellowthip of the faints. 
| ow theenquiry will be, what 
| is the primitive chriftian apof- 
' tolic faith, the deviation or de- 
nying of which, and renouncing, 
conftitutes herefy, and to which 
|  }wthe difeipline of churches is to 
. be extended. Concerning this, 
i there are {evefal matcrial confi- 
derations. > , 
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A DISSERTATION ON HERESY. 
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t. The queftion is not what 
we mutt belicve, when we know 
it to be the word o/\God, for 
that is every thing ; bu “OW 3 
much we-are bound to Kknu.% «| x 
and believe in order to obtairt Fe: ¥ 
eternal life. For Dapprehendi* 2 } 
that the faith of a chriftian is 
not made up of every true pro- * 
pofition revealed in the facred 
oracles, but only of thofe pare 9 
ticular truths which are thee ain | 
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foundation of our obcdicnce tee as 
God in Jcfus Chriff} tais touns = 
dation is that neceflary belief, :! 
without which nothing can fub- ~~ 

fift in our religion, and without 

the profeffed belief of which, 

perfons cannot have a-flanding | 
in the chriftiam church ; and “mee 
which if they deny or deviate 
from, involves herefy. 

2. 2 obferve that the faith ree 
quired in order to be chriftians im 
the primitive apoftolic times, was 
the molt eafy and plain, thémoft 
{imple and wife thing. in thet’ 
world; there were no metaphy- 
fical reafSnings nor apprehen- 
fions required. ‘The creeds of 
belief in the new teftament we 
fhall find are very thett-—Lond 
I believe that thou art the Samah, 
God, whe was to come tnta t 
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Thou art Chrift the Sanef the living 
God ; this was Peter’s creci— 
We know and belicve that thou 
art Chrifi the Sin of the liv ng 
God, was the creed of ail the 
Apottles ; this is life eternal, that 
they may know thee the only true 
God, an d Fefus Chri, whom thou 
he/? fent—that was the creed 
Whi.h our bleffed Li ord propoun 
ded—. gain, 1 am the rejurreciion 
aid the itfe, he that believeth in 
te, yea though he were dead, yet 
fall he live, and he that Ive th 
and b: lier “th in me, fhali not die 
Jerever = that was the catechifm 
that Chriftt mace ter Martha, 
Rod queftioned hur upon the ar- 
ticle, believe thou this? The 
Apoftle Juhu tclis us thefe are 
fufficient tor eternal liie ; thefe 
things are written that ye might 
believe that Jefus is the Chrift 
the Son of God, and that be- 
igvoag ye might have lite thro’ 
is name: fo {peaks the Apof- 
tle Paul, this is the word of 
faith which we preach, viz.— 
if you with the mouth confcfs 
Jefus to be the Lord, and be. 
lieve in your heart that irs 
raifed him from the dead, 
fhail be faved. The fum of ts 
oftolic faith and preaching 
as this—that Jefusis th. Lord, 
the is the Chrift of God, 
that he died for our fins, that he 
roféagain from the dead, and 
thal] come to judge the world at 
the laft day, .and there is no 
queftion that he that believes this 
heartily and fteadily, and con- 
ftantly profeffes and adheres to 
it, and lives accordingly in the 
practice of Chrift’s command- 
pent, fhall be faved :—there ‘is 
no roon.tor doubt and hefitation. 











Io A Differtation on Fierefy. 


For this is his precept, fays St. 
John, that we believe in the 
name of his fon Jefus Chrif, 
and that we love one another. 
Ii is true this ts his precept, and 
it ig true likewife, that there are 

many more ; bu. why is this pre~ 
—- fo fignally marked? Be- 

aufe this is the fundamental 
preniibest hat upon which all 
the relt are fuperflru&ed—that 


this is the foundation of faith 
and prattice, and according! he 
that kee - this commandment 
fhall never perifh. For other 


fou en ION, dtc, Now if any 
man build upon this toundation 
gold, in precious ftones, 
wood, hay, ftubble ; every mans 
wotk fhall be made manifeft, 
for the day fhall declare it, bee 
caufe it fhall be revealed by fre, 
and the fire {hall try every man’s 
work of what fort itis. If any 
man’s work fha fhall abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he theil 
receive a reward. If any man’s 
work fhall be burnt, he thall 
fuffer lofs, but he himfelf thal] 
be faved, yet fo as by fire—i. e. 
-—No other true foundation of 
chriftian faith’can any man lay 
than that which [ and the reft of 
the infpired apoflles have laid, 
which is the knowledge of Jefus 
Chrift and faith in him as the 
fon of God and faviour of the 
world; they who are found in 
the faith, and hold this funda- 
mental do&rinc, and build upen 
it fuch wholefome and fincere 
do€trines as will bear the toveh. 
{tone and trial, that the fuper- 
ftruQure is agreeable to’ the 
foundation and nothing Contra- 
ry thereto, they fhall receive a 
great and glorious reward a 
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day of manifeftation ; but others 
that are unfound and erroneous 
jn the fuperitructure, who yet 
hold to the fundamental articles 
of the Chriflian faith that are 
already laid and eftablifhed, but 
build thereon fuch doétrines and 
+ tenets as will not bear the trial, 
' got being agreeable to the toun- 
dation, their works fhall be de- 
ftroyed & they fhall fuff.rlofs ane 
lofe their reward in fuch vain 
and unprofitable labors ; yet they 
fhall be faved, yet fo as by fire, 
that is, with great difficulty, ha- 
ving expofed themfeives to the 
| utmoft hazard and danger. 





From this (triking paflage, no- 
thing is more plain than that the 
believing in Jefus Chrif as the 
Meiliah, the fon ot God and the 
favior of finners, is that grand 
funcamental article upon which 
| every other propofition is but a 
| faperftru@s ¢, --d that that a- 
lone with a good life is fuffici- 
ent tofalvation. This is turther 
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) HAVE awaked, but too late 
| & for the day: this world hath 
i parts of our time allowed 





her by God, yet ftill cries give, 
give: how violently hath fhe 
urged me to encroach on the 
fabbath, by fitting too late the 
night before? Alas, my foul, 
is this world fix times more pre- 
cious than Jcfus, than Jehovah, 
that I thould rob him of his fe. 
venth part of time forher fake, 





But what divine authority have 

I, for the peculiar fan@iifica- 

. ton of this day#@ on her- 
lf forms me, that men being 
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The Chrifiian Fou ynal. tr 


For the Religizus Monitor, €9e. | 
Extracts from the Chriftian Fournal of a Sabbath Day. ' 




























exemplified in the eunuch, who 
conteiicd to belicve that Jcfus 
Chrift was the fon of God, up- 
on which conteffion Philip im- 
mediately baptifed him, and he 
went his way rejoicing in Chrilt, 
which intimates that this was 
all the foundation of his hope, 
and the condition of his baptifm; 
and this was likewife the 
fum of all that St. Paul preach- 
ed in the fynagogues and affem- 
blies of the pecpie: this he dif. 
puted for anu laborioufly proved; 
that Jefus is the Chrift, that he 
is the fon of God, that he died, a ot 
that he ought to fuffer, and rife 
again the third day, and this was 
all the new do@trine for which 
the Athenians and cther Greeks 
wondered at him, and h ‘feém- 7. lab 

edtothem to be a fetter Jorth of «eae 
‘itrange gods, becaufe he aN 
ed Jefus and the refdrr 





The remainder of this Differs 


tation will be in cur next. 


made fcr eternity, their time 

fhould be partly fequeftered to 
the contemplation of eternal 
things ; that, being,of a focial 
nature, they ought t6 affociate 
in their principal bufinefs, the 
worfhip of their God, and.that 
to avoid diftraQion, it is pro 


that there fhould. be, aed ) 
feafon of public sot ern ee. 
mon to alt In the well known | shall 


Precept, which to mark its pers 
Petuity, and moral obfervatign, . 
was written by God himfelf on i 
a table of ftone ; and was inferp&® =. | + 
ed ia the very centre of hag” . 
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permanent rule 
r, , | . gf righteoufnefs, divinely pub- 
. « 9 fsa ii from Sinai’s top, and into 


y . . 
Pe =’ #*y which ceremony never entered 
mae © fe 7) we ’ 
; «ag Abe the feventh part of our 


time peremptorily challenged 

for the religious fervice of God? 

: Is not the divine mandate there 
z eftablithed on the moral, the ex- 
tenfive grounds of God’s own 
example, on his bleffing the fab- 
bath day. Exodus, xx, 8—11. 
Deut. x, 4. Was got this fa- 
cred feafon inftituted in Para- 
dife, made for man, made for man, 
faith the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
while no typical ceremony had 
ever commenced? In fix days 
-sthe heavens and the earth, and 
2 all their hofts, were finithed : 
iF ‘ * gmthe feventh, God refted from 
au all hiswork ; he bleffed the fab- 
aa bath day and fan@ifiedit: How? 
| oe He fet it apart for his efpecial 
adie pee Sanenfor the beftowing 
tes Ss gh tig peculiar favors om men. 
: Gen. ii, 2, 3. When’ redemp- 
tion was publifhed, was the pri- 
:. on vilege of the fabbath revoked ? 
‘a - Was the duty of obferving it fu- 
| perceded? Surely no: on that 
day, the patriarchal fons of God 


ine jointly prefented themfelves be- 








to 










ag Moft High, Job, i, 6, 
%y at ji, 1. Nor had the thunders 


SpE Sinai, uttered their voice, 
°° hen the © law-giver 










fpoke of the obfervation of the 
»~* 4 fabbath as a well known cuf- 
Mile age ‘sn to honor it, the man-- 


2) vine aitienly reftrained and 
OE Bicterved. Exodus ti, 23, 30 
bys ae IOP. -Jewith religion, how 

he fabbath | the law and 
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day fabbath for many ages, re- 1 
mained withthe ancientheathen 


their hiftories ftill mark. De- 
rived they this obfervance from 
the Jews, whom they fo hearti- 
ly defpifed and abhorred ? Sure- 
ly not ; but from their own moft 
ancient progenitors. The out- 
ward obferval was partly re- 
membered ; the true defign was 
forgotten. Was not the obfer- 
vation of the fabbath among the 
nations, when ceremonies fhould 
be no more, plainly foretold? 
Ifa. Ixvi, 23. Is it not divine- 
ly demonftrated that there re- 
maineth a fabbatifm, a keeping 
of fabbath for the new teftameat 
a ye of God? Heb. iv, 9. 
ad not Jefus the Lord of the 
fabbath, a power to change the 


feafon thereof, at oo pees 
’ 


Did not his refurrectiony,,.h®. 
reiting from the laborious pute 
chafe of our falvation, more. 
richly deferve a weekly mag 
rial, than his reft from 

did? Was it not proper that 
the time of the new teftament 
fabbath, facred. to the memory 
of a finifhed redemption, fhould 
fuggeft that we chriftians are not 
to labor for life, and them inhe- 
rit our reftful reward; but our 


privilege precedes our duty, and _ 


our labor of gofpel holinefs fol- 
lows our entrance into a ftate of 
new covenant reft. Was it not 
divinelygprediQed that the eighth 
day, the day immediately fuce 
ceeding the Jewifh fabbath, 
fhould with chriftians, be the 
ftated feafon of public;devotion ? 
Ezek. xliii, 27. Didenot Jefus’ 
glorious refurre@ion, his re- 
ed vifits ta his , 
ciples, his noted ee 
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Religious $efts. t3 


Holy Ghoft at Pentecoft, on the 
firft day of the weck, confecrate 
the fame to the honor of his fi- 
nifhed work ? Mark xvi, 1, 2, 

And, for this reafon is it not 
by infpiration honorably termed 
the Lord’s Day? John xx, 19, 
26. Aéts ii. Rev. i, 10. On it 
did not the infpired apoftles and 
their followers, for our example 
ordinarily affemble for hearing 





RELIGIOUS SECTS. 


Ill. "F°HAT mankind are 
totally depraved in 
confequence of the Fall ; and by 
| virtue of Adam’s being their 
public head, the guilt of bis fin 
was imputed, and a corrupt nature 
conveyed to ail his .pofterity : 
from which proceed all atual 
tranfgreffions: and that by fin 
we are made fubje& to death and 
all miferies, temporal, {piritual 

and eternal. 
IV. That all whom God has 
predeftinated unto life, he is 


pleafed in his appointed time ¢f- 





Jedtuglly to call by his word and 


' Spirit, out of that eftate of fn 


and death, in which they are by 
mature, to grace and falvatien by 
Jesus Curisr. ) 

V. That thofe whom God 





has effectually called and fan@i- 
> fied by his fpirit, fhall never fi- 
| nally tall from a ftate of grace. 


_ ARIANS. A denomfnation 
In the 4th century, which owed 
its origin to Arius, a man of a 
fubtil turn, andigemarkable for 





that the Son was totally and ¢/- 
Jéntiaily ditinG from the Father ; 
that he was the firf and nobleft 





his eloquence. He maintained O 
(f- that there is nodi 


byter and a: 


the word, for facramental break- 
ing of bread, and for public pray- 
ers? A@s xx, 7. On it, were 
not the chriftian churches divine=.: 
ly commanded to collect for their 
poor? 1 Cor. xvi, I, 2. And 
where is now the profeffor, who 
contemning the obfervance of 
the fabbath, any while retains 
the leaft fhadow of a chriftian 
practice? (Concluded in our next.) 


Continued from page 6. & 


of thofe beings whom God the % ; 
Father had created out of no- 4 
thing, the inftrument by vn B : 
fubordinate opeggsion the: , a 
mighty Father formed the i. oe | 


verfe, and thereforeinferior te 
dignity. He added that the how-ig "© 
ly {pirit was of a different ca o 4 oie 







the Father both in nature and ig 
from that of the Father, and 
the Son; and thathe; had jbee: 
created by the Son. However, 
during the life of Arius, the dif. 
putes turned principally on the 
divinity of Chrift. . 
His followers deny that Chrift 
had any thing which could-pro- es 
perly be called a divine nature, iG 
any otherwife than as any th ‘ rd : 
very excellert may b a figure Se 
be called divine, pod hig ‘a 
ted dominion over the fytem af. 
Nature might entitle him to the na 
name of Gop. — 
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AERIANS. A, fet which ') 4 
arofe about the 948 axes 
erius, a Prefs nye ‘. 





called Yrom one 
bytery Monk, and Semitarian) - 
ne of his principal tenets was, 
hat inion found. 
ed'in fcripture, between a Prefs 































F falvation is to be offered to 
all nations of men; Why 
have we not heard of it fooner, 
replied a native American Pm 
Had it been defigned tor Indians, 
furely the Great Spirit would 
have given us earlier informa- 
tion ef it. I ftood confounded ; 
fhame and blufhing covered me. 
Conviétion ftruck through me 
inamoment. I acknowledged 
the truth, and cried out, that it 
was the unhappy differences and 
divifions, upon fe&arian prin- 
ciples among thofe calied chrif- 
tiavs, that hadfor long ages bu- 
~<~fied two thirds of the globe un- 
der impenetrable darknefs ; and 
ies kept up a total eclipfe of the be- 
a a rays of the fun of righte- 
Veer 3 @inefs, from the fucceffive 
_ “=... pumber of more than 450 mil- 
“ _dioag_of sings as good by na- 
i tureas myfelf. That thisnum- 
: ad ber had perifhed, almoft num- 
e- berlefs times over “a the 
4. ight of the gofpel. hat no 
a rent sf ” be affigned, 
but the fectarian fentiments of ¢ 
thofe into whofe hands the gof- 
had fallen. When I let my 
n through the various de- 
pominations of chriftians, I faw 
2 thameful ftruggle to pull men 
out .of one denomination into 
another, and as much engaged 


ee if the eternal well being of 
a] , Gof mortals depended on 
~ ©. heir ftepping out of one rank 
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Sr ays, tc » or going from one 

a reall fide'of ‘the ate the other. 
yf Had there been no differing de- 
| a di. ACI pains 

¥ |) Been taken 5 had as much time 


been fpent ; had as much money 


e | ; 
» 





EXTRACT. 


been laid out, and had as many 
arguments been ufed to diffufe 
the gofpel among pagans and 
idolators, as there hath been to 
convert chriftians from one dee 
nomination to the other, the 
pagan world would long fince 
fhone with the bright fun of 
gofpel falvatton. Not a pagan 
on earth but what long ago 
would have heard the joytul 
found, Chriftians heave expend- 
ed more time, more breath, more 
arguments, and more money to 
fupport the differing denomina- 
tions of nominal chriftians, than 
it would have coft to have car- 
ried into affe& in its fulleft exe 
tent, that glorious commiffion 
of the afcending Savior, Go ye 
into all the world and preach the. 
gofpel to every creature,—had 
they all been unitéd with one 
heart and foul. Nothing bue 
unanimity and ftability amen 
chriftians, under the great head 
of the church, has been wanting 
to difpoffefs the devil, andwjong 
fince caft him out of the earth. 
This only will doit. Let pars 
ticular deéts of chriftians try and 
they never will accomplifh much 
towards fuch a good work : they 
may defpair ; for fome fecret felf 
end lies at the bottom : the thirft 
of having particular denomina- 
tions owned and aggrandized, 
as if they were more favored of 
God than others: as defiring to 
have it appear that they alone 
were right and all others were, 
wrong. God isnot theGod of de« 
nominations: he isthe God of all 


true hearted chriftians, who love 
him for himfelf. Would chrif- 
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y | ¢ receive each o- 

| Coll jes hath recei- 

ied them ut refpeet to de- 
| : join heart and 












part of.the benighted earth, 
‘the! fpinie 





anew 
ninal: diltin@ions ; embrace 
ech other in the arms of cordi- 


‘they fhall fee eye to eye, when the ~ 
















» 1We 
~«ss. Make but 
ace. What can 
before the united prayers 
exertions of ¢ehriftians ina 
body? King Jesus will ride’ 
before them on the white horfe 
of the gofpel conquering and to 
conquer. Then the tower ba 
bel will fall, and the language 
will be confounded. A union 
of this kind will take place be- 
fore the gofpel will have much 
effe& upon we nations of pa- 
ganifm. So faid that evan gel 
cal prophet Ifaiah: Thy wate > 
men foall lift up the voice, witht 
the voice together fhall they fing :. 





Lord foali bring again Zicn. oe 





a Re 4 will be there to 
“~~ @envinee aud convert, Let all 
, love “God ‘in fincerity be 
; as one and combine in 
i 
a 


~ “E> ELIGION is a thing much 
> talked of, but little under- 
Pa ; much pretended to, « 
little praétifed. People are 

_ figuch deceived them felt 


_, deceive others, who * 


| giicicn as they 
> ‘ s, only wr 
~ ing on Sund 
~~ and mab 
as the 
afi , 
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ply: 

preaching tv. 

and have now heai. , 

at length’ with your reafonings. 
On the whole, it appears to me, 
that your preaching, your {yilem, 





it jult 
will 


We fhall be damn'd if wedo; an 
and be damn'd if we don’? ‘ 








i!9 ‘ 
POETRY. = 
Tue Giory or CHRIST. The failor on a foreign: coat j \ 
_—_— By beating tempefts driven, \ 
POR a feraph’s flaming tongue His weary hands, a ftranger loft, . 
To te!l what my Redeemer’s done, Lifts up in hope to Heaven. 4 
To thew the people all his worth, Lord, fo dire&t and = mind, ’ 4, 
And fer the wound’ rous Savidur forth. That I mee ae eH 
Could I but paint his heauteous mame, © let me always - 
©r draw the outlines of bis fame, And hope ag oo rf ax * 
The world would fure enamour’d bey O grant, that, ae die, - ~ e 
Wor one deny his Deity ate oo ge = br ty ome. : 
.Compell’d by his redeeming love, Bit abe the hope OF jay” eye, 
He left the blifsful choirs Zhove, ‘te? Saitone thadin i = 


Eloped from thofe triumphant lays 
+ walvhich conftantecho forth his praife. 
he came 


ey 


And hardthip’s fateimg™.<, 
Yet give me hope, i atk no more, . 

A folace te my woes! ' 
Aithe’ the rich hhould fcorn my view, 

“Tbo’ barr’s from fame and praife, i 
The humble track I muft purfue, 

Gives bope for better days. 








»1 Tre BIBLE. 
HIS little Book is Heaven tran- 
fcrib’d; a fair 
of glory, drawn for buman ufe j 
ig’'d; Jehovah penun’d; 
‘tracted to a ipan; 
‘to view — 
this unwieldy world, 
rfustd and general 


fhall ftand 
ad years. 





